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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, ICFTU 

SUBJECT: JUNE 26 - 27 ICFTU EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

SUMMARY: EXECUTIVE BOARD OF INTERNATION CONFEDERATION OF FREE 
TRADE UNIONS (ICFTU) MET BRUSSELS JUNE 26-27 TO PREPARE FOR 
WORLD CONGRESS IN MEXICO CITY OCTOBER 17-25. BOARD ALSO APPROVED 
ESTABLISHMENT 

OF WORKING GROUP FOR RESTRUCTURING LATIN AMERICAN ORGANIZATION 
(ORTI). IT APPRVODE VISIT OF ICTFU SECGEN KERSTEN TO EGYPT 
JULY 27 - AUGUST 1 AND CONSIDERED PROBLEMS IN ETHIOPIA, AND 
SOUTH AFRICA, PLEDGED ASSISTANCE TO TRADE UNIONS IN ANGOLA AND 
MOZAMBIQUE AND DISCUSSED DEVELOPMENTS IN AISA AND PORTUGAL. 

BOARD ALSO REAFFIRMED "VIENNA POSITION ON CONTACTS WITH 
COMMUNIST ORGANIZATIONS". 

1. AT PRESS CONFERENCE ON JUNE 27 PRIOR TO LAST SESSION OF 
EXECUTIVE BOARD, KERSTEN OUTLINED PREPARATIONS FOR ICFTU CONGRESS. 

HE SAID MAIN QUESTIONS WOULD BE INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC SITUATION, 
PROPOSAL FOR LEGISLATION TO REGULATE MULTI-NATIONAL COMPANIES, 
INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY AND EQUAL RIGHTS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
WOMEN. IN CONJUNCTION WITH UNESCO, ICFTU WILL SPONSOR SYMPOSIUM 
ON WOMENS QUESTIONS IN MEXICO CITY PRIOR TO CONGRESS. 

2. KERSTEN SAID THAT FOLLOWING REPORT ON SPECIAL MISSION 

TO LATIN AMERICA, IT HAD BEEN DECIDED TO SET UP "WORKING PARTY" TO 
DEAL WITH PROBLEMS OF RESTRUCTURING LATIN AMERICAN ORGANIZATION 
(ORTI)”. WORKING PARTY WOULD BE COMPOSED OF AFFILITATED ORGAN- 
IZATIONS IN NORTH AMERICA, LATIN AMERICA, AND CARIGBEAN AND WOULD 
"LEAVE OPEN DOOR" TO AFL-CIO PARTICIPATION IN RESTRUCTURING. HE SAID 
IT UP TO WORKING PARTY TO DETERMINE HOW DOOR WOULD BE LEFT OPEN. 
ASSISTANT SECGEN VANDERVEKEN TOLD US WORKING PARTY WILL BE 
COMPOSED OF SEVEN EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS FROM WESTERN HEMISPHERE. 
TERMS OF REFERENCE AND PROCEDURE NOT YET ESTABLISHED FOR THIS 
GROUP. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION, KERSTEN SAID HE HAD BEEN INVITED VISIT 
EGYPT BY EGYPTIAN WORKER DELEGATION AT ILO CONFERENCE. ICFTU 
EXECUTIVE BOARD HAS UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED VISIT JULY 27 - 
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AUGUST 1 TO CONTRIBUTE TO DETENTE AND PEACE IN REGION. 

IN RESPONSE TO SUBSEQUENT QUESTION, KERSTEN SAID HE WOULD TAKE UP 
HISTADRUT CALL FOR ICFTU SUPPORT FOR ISRAELI USE OF SUEZ CANEL 
DURING HIS MEETINGS WITH EGYPTIAL LEADERS WITH PURPOSE OF STARTING 
DIALOGUE ON THIS QUESTION. OTHER QUESTIONS CONSIDERED BY 
EXECUTIVE BOARD ARE CONTINUED IMPRISONMENT OF ETHIOPIAN TRADE UNION 
LEADERS, CAMPAIGN TO STOP MIGRATION OF WORKERS IN SOUTH 
AFRICA, ASSISTANCE TO FREE TRADE UNIONS IN ANGOLA AND MOZAMBIQUE, 
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RECENT TRADE UNION DEVELOPMENTS IN PORTUGAL AND 

CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN ASIA INCLUDING PROBLEM OF CEYLONESE 

TEA WORKERS AND POLITICAL SITUATION IN INDIA. 

4. EXECUTIVE BOARD ALSO RE-CONFIRMED POSITION IT ADOPTED 

AT VIENNA CONGRESS IN 1963 ON CONTACTS WITH COMMUNIST TRADE UNIONS. 
BILATERAL CONTACTS BETWEEN UNIONS PERMISSIBLE, BUT ICFTU WILL 
CONTINUE LIMIT ITS CONTACTS TO 

PARTICIPATION IN INTER-GO VERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS WHERE COMMON 
WORKER CONSULTATIONS ARE NECESSARY. 

5. EXECUTIVE BOARD ALSO ACCEPTED AFFILITAION OF ARGENTINE 
GENERAL CONFEDERATION OF LABOR (CGT), WHICH NOW ITS THIRD 
LARGEST AFFILIATE; GENERAL LEAGUE OF WORKERS OF ANGOLA; PAPUA, 

NEW GUINEA TRADE UNION CONFEDERATION AND FOUR SEPARATE LEBANESE 
TRADE UNIONS. 

6. JOINT WORKING PARTY OF ICFTU AND WORLD CONFEDERATION OF LABOR 
MET JUNE 24-25 TO STUDY WAYS TO DEVELOP COOPERATION BETWEEN TWO 
ORGANIZATIONS AND FIND WAYS AND MEANS FOR THEIR UNIFICATION. THEY 
AGREED SET UP SMALLER WORKING GROUP ' (FIVE MEMBERS FROM EACH ORGAN- 
IZATIONS)". IN ONE YEAR'S TIME IT WILL PRESENT REPORT ON 

STEPS TO UNIFICATION. 

THIS DECISION WAS APPROVED BY ICFTU EXECUTIVE BOARD. RENNER 
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